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A sprayer applying chemicals (o oilseed rape could now be fuelled by it, with equipment available for farmers to produce biodiesel Sfrom their crops.

If poor commodzty pnces and high fuql br,__lls are

getting you down, then producing biodiesel for_on_—_ _
Jarm use and sale could offer an alternatzve.

rowing industrial crops on

contract is likely to become a

saving grace for many businesses,

offering a guaranteed market and
price for the end product.

Biodiesel is a key product, despite
small duty allowances in the UK, and with
powerful farm machinery running up
substantial fuel bills, it may be worth
considering ‘cutting out the middle man’
and making your own,

Methyl Ester Biodiesel fuel is manu-
factured via transesterification from raw
oil produced by crushing oil-bearing

seeds or supplied as used vegetable oil.

Processing machinery specialist Alvan
Blanch has now developed a small-scale
oil press suitable for on farm use and
capable of crushing a tonne of rapeseed in
eight hours on a continuous basis.

Seed is crushed in the screw shaft
before oil is filtered into a reservoir and
pumped into a settling tank. A rapeseed
cake is produced as a by-product, and can
be re-processed for further extraction,
used as cattle feed or sold for conversion
to biogas.

Alvan Blanch’s XP100 oil screw press
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can be fed from a 1.0 tonne overhead bin,
reducing labour needs, and produces
sufficient 0il to make 300 litres of
biodiesel per day.

“The system is straightforward to set
up and run.” explains Alvan Blanch’s
Simon Shaw, “and we offer a day’s
training at installation, plus a helpline.”

Once the oil has settled out, leaving a
sludge, which again can be sold on, it is
transferred via a pipeline to the transester-
ification system. manufactured by
Greenfuels.

The process involves heating the oil,
and blending it with methanol, caustic
soda and water, before further filtration to
biodiesel, which can be used neat or
mixed with mineral diesel to make
‘Bioblend’.

Greenfuels claims that its customers
are already producing 5.0 million litres of






