I| By David Cousins ‘

A new mobile continuous flow
drier from Wiltshire maker Alvan
Blanch which can travel on the road
at speeds up to 30kph (19mph)
could be ideal for contractors and
farmers wanting a machine that can
move between grainstores.

The new mobile drier can handle
up to 25t/hr of grain, yet its maker
says it can be ready to transport 1o
another site withm hours,

“We have produced mobile ver-
sions of our double-flow continu-
ous driers for many years,” says the
firm’s Andrew Blanch.

“But these have usually been
held back by the physical size of
the machines.

“While theoretically within the
legal limit for on-road travel, the
small roads and lanes along which
these machines are often expected
to travel demand a slightly different
approach and some good engineer-
ing thinking.”

In this case, it was Hampshire

It may look big, but Alvan Blanch's new drier is no bigger than a combine.

agricultural engineering specialist
APECS that suggested the modifi-
cations necessary to transform the
basic drier into something truly
mobile.

“The new concept developed
during consultation with one of our
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clients, Scribeland Contracting,”
says the firm’s Jeffrey Allison. “As
a sizeable contracting firm, they’ve
got farmers with fields to cut and
grain to store ~ but no drier. And
during the wet harvest of 2008, that
proved a real challenge - so the

thinking started.”

Among the changes made to the
basic model are a fold-down roof
and a detachable hopper, which
between them knock almost 1.5m
oft the machine’s height.

“Basily manoeuvred with a tele-
handler, the absence of the hopper
lends the machine the same dimen-
sions as a combine,” Mr Allison
points out.

“Once off the drier, the hopper,
generator and baffled fuel tank can
be loaded onto a trailer.”

The mobile drier has all the fea-
tures of the standard Alvan Blanch
continuous flow drier, including
improved fuel consumption of up
to 15% thanks to the system of low
temperatures and high airflow, This
reliance on airflow can often extract
up to 2% moisture without any
heat at all, claims the company.

The mobile drier can deal with
a wide range of crops - sunflower
seeds, evening primrose and even
borage have been successfully
handled.
david.cousins@rbi.co.uk
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Mobile drier to benefit contractors

Old kit still has
pulling power

Devon Contractor Luke Furse has
been collecting and restoring Ford
and County tractors for 25 years, so it
wasin't entirely surprising when he de-
cidded to use a venerable 154hp Ford
9600 tractor to handle the 11t Richard
Westem silage trailer in mid-June,

The picture shows his son Lloyd
on the Claas Jaguar 900, picking up
a 501t row of first-cut silage at North
Beer Farm, Clawton, Holsworthy,
Devon. Luke, meanwhile, looks
pretty happy on the 4wd Ford 9600
which is thought to be one of only
four models ever made.

Combine takes
to Italian water

Unusual place to find a combine...
This MF Centora, passing St Mark’s
Square on the Grand Canal in Ven-
ice, was on its way to Massey Fergu-
son’s Momentum Harvesting event
eatlier this week.

The event was a special harvest-
ing congress for MF dealers and
distributors.
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Cutterbars for
JF-Stoll mowers

JE-Stoll says it is now fitting a cutterbar
with a smooth underside on its new
generation of SB light, rearmounted
mowers. This is done by using guide
shoes that cover the whole width
and give maximum protection of the
underside of the cutter bar.

This, it says, protects the plant
crown to ensure quick regrowth. It
also means that a low cutting angle
can be used to get a low and even
stubble. The SB mowers will be
available in working widths of 2m,

2.4 mand 2.8m.

MAKING A BIG DIFFERENCE

It's funny how the smallest decision can make the biggest difference.

For example upgrading to a more powerful, durable ATV that can cope

J with anything you can challenge it with, and come back hungry for
» Better Pest Resistance ER 9 gry

J lmproved vield more. Or deciding that you'd like to be able to transport four people

in seat-helted ease and then convert the same vehicle into a mover of

Machine Key Features:

« Electronic Seed Rate Control
= Garmin GPS speed sensing
» Highest Fan Performance
» Fertiliser placement options: liquid/granular
« Outlets compatible with sub-soilers
s 200L hopper
« Split hopper slug and seed option
» Very simple to fit and use o
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reassuringly large loads.

It's not always the case that bigger is better; but with the Kawasaki KVF
V-Twin range of ATVs and MULE utility vehicles, you can experience the
exception that proves the rule.

Ask your Utility dealer today about the big difference only Kawasaki can
make or call the Kawasaki Information Service on 0845 600 2442,
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